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I’m looking forward to taking our Association into our 60th year as 
President in 2008.  Our mission has not changed since 1948.  We are on 
track and there is a lot of work ahead of us this year.  I would like to thank 
Tony Hackett (IGWA Past President) for his help in preparing me for this 
job.  The Board has also been a great support to me.  We have made a lot of 
changes this past year, which has put us in a good position for the challenges 
we face. 
 
The Convention was excellent, with a record attendance of about 290.  
There were informative classes on current issues and we had a really 
attentive audience.  I would like to thank each of you for the support of the 
IGWA.  Roger Batt, IGWA’s Executive Director, helped make the 
Convention come together with his professionalism and experience.  Thank 
you Roger for all of the hard work you have put in since you have been on 
board!  The Board and I would also like to thank Gayle Batt, Roger’s wife, 
for a little fine-tuning at the right time and her support during the 
Convention.  They make a great team! 
 
The manufacturers’ and suppliers’ 30-second presentations really hit the 
spot and vendors had excellent displays and information.  I want to extend a 
special thanks to the M&S for your support of the IGWA.  You are very 
important to what we do.  As I write this, I look forward to your input.  
With feedback from the IGWA Convention, we will have an even better 
Convention in 2008. 
 
The Construction Rules are still ongoing and it is critical that they be done 
the right way.  There has been some progress, but there is still a lot of work 
to be done.  I encourage everyone to stay involved, understand what the 
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Rules say on paper, and determine how this will effect the industry and economy 
of the state.  These Rules will be with us long into the future. 
 
I have made contact with a board member of the Liquid Propane & Gas 
Association about Underground Propane Tanks.  We will be talking to them 
about our concerns of marking the locations of these tanks to protect the 
safety of the members of our industry.  We must prevent the type of accident 
that happened to Devin Strong of Treasure Valley Drilling last year.   
 
All IGWA Committees have been appointed so they can bring back to the Board 
their recommendations on legislative issues by-law updates, scholarships and 
others.  If you have any questions, ideas or comments that you feel would 
benefit the association or about what is happening within the association, 
PLEASE call me at my home at (208) 722-5304 or on my cellular phone at 
(208) 899-3131.  It helps me to understand the needs of the Industry. 
 
The IGWA Board of Directors is also available to talk with you to address 
any needs, questions, or concerns you may have.  Their information is located on 
the final page of this newsletter.  Remember that this is YOUR Association!  
Please speak up and get involved.  Even though it takes time to do so, it pays off 
in the long run. 
 
I hope everyone has a successful and safe 2007.  Also, if you are a company 
and take care of and are responsible to the following: family, employees, IDWR, 
DEQ, EPA, DOT, OSHA, Idaho State Tax Commission, unemployment, IRS, 
insurance companies, suppliers, lawyers... then you are going to need a very, very 
good year.  Take real good care of yourselves and have some fun. 
 
I will close with a poem that sums up how I look at life: 
                  
                 If a task is once begun 
                 Never leave it till it’s done 
                 Be the labor great or small 
                 Do it well or not at all. 
 
                                  Author Unknown 
 

Gary Duspiva, President 
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The 2007 Annual IGWA Convention turned out to be a very successful and 
well-attended event for the Idaho Ground Water Industry.  There were 
approximately 290 participants, including drillers, pump installers, ground water 
consultants, manufacturers and suppliers, state agency personnel, electricians, 
and politicians from the state.  The DoubleTree Riverside was an excellent 
facility to conduct the meetings and provided a relaxing atmosphere for its 
participants. 
 
Governor Otter joined us on February 2nd.  His 
speech to the IGWA included the many issues 
that are ongoing with the state’s most precious 
natural resource….water.  Governor Otter 
noted that he intends to put together a committee 
of individuals affiliated in the ground and surface 
water industries to discuss the many issues that 
Idaho is facing and to come up with reasonable 
solutions.  The IGWA Board of Directors has 
nominated Brett McCarty, Gary Duspiva and 
Roger Buchanan as potential candidates for the 
Governor’s consideration. 
 
A survey was conducted on the last day of the Convention to provide feedback 
to the IGWA on how to make things better for 2008.  I have personally 
reviewed your comments and plan to take action on the items that require the 

most attention (i.e.: the quality of the 
food).  I want to personally thank all of 
you that attended the 2007 IGWA 
Convention.  In doing so, you have 
supported the Association and the Idaho 
ground water industry. 
 

Roger Batt, Executive Director 
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To bring you up-to-date on the negotiated rulemaking efforts with the Idaho 
Department of Water Resources, the rulemaking committee met again on 
January 4th and reviewed the latest draft created by IDWR. Many new 
changes were discovered in that draft, and language that the drilling community 
found to be inflammatory, and incited some heated discussions that resulted in a 
letter being create by the IGWA demanding that the IDWR cease rulemaking in 
the current format. 
 
The methods employed by IDWR throughout this lengthy process were not in 
line with what the drilling community considered real negotiated rulemaking. The 
IGWA board asked in that letter to hold rulemaking meetings at our Meridian 
office where substantive discussions could take place and result in rule 
language that was realistic and enforceable. Our offer was rejected and the 
previously scheduled rulemaking meeting was held on January 26th. As promised 
in that letter, representatives from the drilling community attended. During that 
meeting, IDWR staff had a very different attitude, and was open to discuss new 
ideas and concepts. 
 
Many others and I felt that we had finally reached an understanding, and are 
now able to work on a consensus-based discussion for rules that make sense 
to the drilling community, and can be enforced by the department. The committee 
worked quite well together that day and follow-up correspondence has been 
submitted to IDWR for consideration. To review the letter sent to IDWR and 
IDWR’s reply, as well as other input on the rulemaking process, or the latest 
draft, please log onto IDWR’s website at (www.idwr.idaho.gov), slide over to 
the far right side of the home page and click on Negotiated Rulemaking. It is all 
there. 
 
If you have any questions or comments for IDWR you may contact Tom Neace 
in Boise by dialing 208-287-4800, or for the IGWA, you can call me at 
208-687-9170. The next meeting will be held on March 2nd in Boise. See you 
there. 
 

Brett McCarty, Vice President 
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The 2007 Ground Water Summit, April 29-May 3, in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, is designed to engage local, national, and international science 
partners in a setting that facilitates the exchange and dissemination of 
technical information and new science developments, allows a means for 
discussion of policy and regulatory issues pertaining to ground water, and 
promotes goodwill between scientists and engineers worldwide. Summit 
sessions cover a wide range of topics to allow recent issues and advances 
in ground water science, technology, and policy to be brought to the 
forefront. 
 
This year's Summit will feature 211 platform presentations and 41 posters. 
Exhibits will be open April 30 and May 1. Three short courses will be 
offered on April 29; another short course and a field trip will take place 
May 3. The 2007 Darcy Distinguished Lecturer, James J. Butler Jr., Ph.
D., and the 2007 Birdsall-Dreiss Lecturer, Bridget Scanlon, will be 
featured during the program as well.   
 
You can receive a discounted early registration rate if you register 
before March 12. To register, visit http://www.ngwa.org/e/
conf/0704295095.cfm or call NGWA Customer Service at 800 
551.7379 (614 898.7791 outside of the United States). 
 

National Ground Water Association 
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The 2007 Legislative Session is starting to wind down with a projected 
completion (sine’ die) of March 23rd.  We have been told that the Capitol 
Building has to be totally vacated by the middle of May to continue with 
restoration efforts.  Statues and other items are starting to disappear from 
their usual locations.  The new building to the east (old Ada County 
CourtHouse) will be called Capitol Annex One.  The latest information is that 
the Legislature plans to return to the current Capitol Building by 2010. 
 
The amount of Legislation being brought forth compared to a moving average of 
the previous 5 years is down considerably.  The IGWA is currently working on 
a piece of Legislation that will change the way Negotiated Rulemaking is 
currently being conducted in the state.  I have approached ranking members of 
the Legislature about this issue.  These members are in full agreement that 
Negotiated Rulemaking needs to be changed to better the process and to allow 
for a more favorable outcome of consensus for groups such as the IGWA.  The 
IGWA Legislative Committee and I will be personally working with these 
members and with other associations over the next few months to help 
construct a good piece of Legislation to present during the 2008 Session. 
 

Roger Batt, Executive Director 
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Some of you are aware that I resigned my directorship with the National 
Ground Water Association in October of 2006. I have not been very public 
about my experience with NGWA, wishing to “take the high road’ in this matter, 
as one NGWA director advised. 
 
At the conclusion of the 2007 IGWA convention, the Board of Directors met 
for their first annual meeting. During the Saturday morning board meeting, an 
agenda item came up that was surprising to me. The IGWA board wanted to 
know from me, the nature of the circumstances surrounding my resignation from 
NGWA. Their concerns stemmed from conversations visiting NGWA directors 
were having with our membership. These directors saw fit to call into question 
my service to NGWA, and to mischaracterize my departure by spreading false 
information. After the board heard from me, they asked me to inform the 
membership in an article.  
 
When I was elected to the NGWA board in Nashville in 2000, I was very 
excited to do good things for contractors who, like me, who worked hard for a 
living and deserved national representation. I believed it would be a chance to 
give back to our industry. Many past presidents told me that I had a huge 
responsibility in supporting contractors and defending our industry on a 
national level. One past president assured me “not to ever forget who I 
represent.”  I took that responsibility very seriously. 
 
I soon found my impression of NGWA was changing. I discovered that within the 
NGWA hierarchy, they are, to my surprise, very condescending toward the blue-
collar working class of our industry. Senior staff and many directors see 
contractors as being uneducated, and unable to comprehend the loftier things of 
a “professional society” of NGWA’s caliber. It was pointed out that unlike the 
AGWSE division members, contractors do not speak eloquently, are not in 
constant touch by e-mail all day, do not write white papers and give impressive 
speeches or understand the global impact of NGWA.  
 
What NGWA has become, in my opinion, is nothing like a trade association, but a 
professional society where the contractor is an unfortunate necessity. The 
money contractors spend supports the interests and goals of staff, and pays 
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for folks to jet around the country and look important. Their focus is on the 
whole and not any part. Directors and committee chairs do not set the agenda for 
activities within each committee, staff does. The executive director once told me 
“board members come and go, but it’s the staff that guides and runs the 
organization.” We are being fooled into believing that NGWA exists for 
contractors because we no longer have the influence we once had. If your only 
exposure is the Water Well Journal or the Expo, you might believe that it is a non-
profit trade organization; I swear that it is not. Because of past financial troubles, 
NGWA is excessively focused on only programs and services that make money. 
Contractor members still pay nearly three times what AGWSE members pay in 
dues. 
 
To my astonishment, there are many deficiencies. I saw hundreds of thousands of 
dollars wasted each year, money I felt could have been better used to support the 
membership. I watched the board hoard away nearly a million-dollar cash surplus in 
2005 and disregard the needs of member programs and services. I saw the recent 
membership survey data skewed by staff to give members false impressions of what 
the contractor membership is saying about NGWA’s performance. I saw board- 
approved agendas become ignored by staff because staff disagreed with them. I was 
the only voice on the board that stood up against the Governance issue. I stood 
alone and argued strongly against the new Three Councils format of board 
structure, created by staff, which in my opinion, further diluted the influence of 
contractors, and temporarily appeased the Governance issue. Contractor 
directors accused me of being “too old-school” when I spoke out against them.  
 
I was politely shut down while trying to effect any change in NGWA for 
contractors. Most contractor directors today are more likely to go along with 
the status quo, because going against the grain would clearly prevent them from 
moving up through the chairs and becoming NGWA President. Despite having 
reservations, I agreed to run for a second term in 2004, after being assured by 
many past presidents that I still could make a difference, despite the current 
situation. I realized I was truly wasting my time early last summer when the board 
and staff continued to pull away from contractor support. 
 
Continuing as an NGWA director, hoping to do some good and becoming the third 
NGWA president from Idaho was not worth the price I would have to pay to 
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compromise my principles and turn my back on the people I represented. I anguished 
over my eventual decision to resign for many months. I could no longer stand in 
front of a group of contractors at a state show and extol the virtues of an 
organization I could not believe in, nor could I be a rubber-stamp director in 
order to “just get along” as I was advised. I will not sell out my values for 
empty recognition. 
 
Despite what they may think, we are not dumb contractors, and I think we 
deserve respect. A popular song I heard recently has a line in it that says, “My 
hair’s turning white, my neck has always been red, my collar’s still blue.” We 
should be proud of what we do for a living.  I love this country and what it 
stands for and the freedoms we have, and are thankful that we have the right 
to stand up and say “No” to things that are not right.  
 
Today, I am no longer a member of NGWA, and I have given up all of my 
certifications because they really do not mean anything to my customers, they 
have never heard of the NGWA. Until another national organization takes up 
the work of standing up for contractors, I will only support my state 
association. 
 
I am proud of the fact that our IGWA continues to stand up for and support 
our industry’s working men and women and their families, and aggressively 
defends our way of life. I am sure it is that way because people like us run it. I am 
pleased to have been re-elected to the IGWA board and will serve as VP this 
year. I will invest my volunteer time doing meaningful things such as working on 
the new well construction rules with IDWR until we get a set of rules we all 
can live with. Additionally, I intend to spend more time with my family and friends, 
real friends who do not demand of me to be phony and misleading, to “just get 
along.” 
  
I appreciate the IGWA board’s support and the opportunity to set the record 
straight. Perhaps next year, NGWA will find somewhere else to send their 
directors. 
 

Brett McCarty, Vice President 
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My wife, Karla, and I would like to thank the Idaho Ground Water Association 
for the honor given to us at the convention February, 2007.  I would like to 
thank the Board of Directors for presenting us with Honorary Lifetime 
Membership awards.  I would like to thank all the board members I have had the 
pleasure to serve with through the last 18+ years for their dedication to 
IGWA and the industry.   
 
I would especially like to thank the membership for allowing me to represent 
them through these years and having the confidence in the Board of Directors 
to make decisions on some of the tough challenges we have faced.  I have seen 
great accomplishments, a better association, and a “raising of the bar” 
professionally of our industry.  I can remember the days when we were not 
respected by the “regulators”.  We have come lightyears forward with the 
Electrical and Plumbing Bureaus in our mutual respect and understanding.  We 
work constructively to negotiate and solve problems, and find solutions that 
help the public, our industry, and government agencies. 
 
It has been a privilege to represent you.  I hope that in some small way, the 
Board of Directors and I have made a positive impact on the industry during my 
tenure.  I feel that we have.  I will always value the many friendships I have made 
throughout the years, all around the state.  I would encourage each and every 
one of you to get involved with the IGWA; share your ideas and concerns with 
a board member.    The proposed well construction rule changes will affect all 
of you and your customers for decades to come; so stay informed and get 
involved. 
 
Thank You, 

Dale Pippitt 
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