IGWA Board of Directors

Conference Call Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, October 20, 2009

	CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT
	President Henry Baker called the meeting of the Idaho Ground Water Association Board of Directors to order at 7:17 p.m. on Tuesday, October 20, 2009 via conference call.  Those present included Henry Baker, Roger Buchanan, Jay Meade, Dan Hawley, Tony Hackett and Roger Batt.



	PURPOSE OF MEETING
	The purpose of the meeting was to discuss Roger Batt’s meeting with IDWR and the Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licensing regarding a possible shift to IBOL from IDWR with regard to the Well Licensing Rules.



	REPORT ON MEETING WITH IDAHO DEPT OF WATER RESOURCES and IDAHO BUREAU OF OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING
	Roger Batt reported the following positive and negative aspects of the meeting on October 15 with IDWR and the IBOL:

Positives

· A five-member Industry Board would be appointed to oversee the program.  More Industry oversight would be given to this Board.

· Legislation would allow for the CEC Program to continue as is.  The legislation would give the IGWA authority to appoint the members to the CEC.  Public meeting laws would not exist for CEC meetings (they would for the board meetings – meetings that would oversee the Licensing Program).

· IBOL would investigate every complaint and would issue NOV’s when necessary.  They also would prosecute when necessary.  NOV’s would be posted to the IBOL Website (upon authority of the board).

· IBOL has all professional personnel (they are not staff-driven).

· IBOL have Attorney General employees who would work directly with the Drilling Industry on its specific issues.

Negatives

· A fee increase would need to be set at $60 or more for each licensee.

· IGWA would not receive the $8,000 it currently receives from the IDWR to administer the Continuing Education Program.

· Change in re-issuance of driller’s licenses would go from odd/even years to birth date based on the driller (like a driver’s license).

· New Driller Licensing Rules would have to be drafted with IBOL as the enforcement entity.

· There would be a disconnect between the Drilling Industry and IBOL due to IBOL’s lack of knowledge of the Drilling Industry.  IBOL would have to make up tests for drillers (how can they if they don’t know what to ask)?



	IGWA BOARD CONCERNS
	The Board brought forth the following concerns:

· It would be hard to run the CEC Program without the current funding mechanism.

· IDWR is stating that this possible change is being driven by budget constraints (Tom Neace has stated that $11,000 is paid through Dedicated Funds and another $50,000 is being funded through the State’s General Fund).  We should really look into this as they may want to switch the burden to someone else.

· Making a move from IDWR to IBOL would be extremely time-consuming to the IGWA.  Look at the Well Construction Standards as an example (2½ years of time to agree).

· IGWA would have to start from scratch as a result of this move.

- over -

· IBOL does not have the best track record based on others who have worked with them.

· Better oversight from Industry being on a board would take place switching to IBOL, but IGWA still has great input as it stands.

· No assurance on the results by IBOL if switching to them from IDWR.

· We need to get more accurate numbers from IDWR about Dedicated vs. General Fund monies and a possible increase in fees with IBOL.



	IDWR OPINION OF PROPOSED CHANGES SOUGHT
	Tony Hackett moved to have Roger Batt contact Gary Spackman (IDWR) to see if he is on board with changing enforcement agencies with regard to the Well Driller Licensing Program.  Seconded.  Passed.  Batt would voice IGWA’s opinion about the change.



	IDWR MEETING TO BE SET
	If Gary Spackman wishes to meet with the IGWA about this matter, the meeting should be set for the second week of November (Nov 9-13) at IDWR (in the afternoon).  Batt would contact members of the Board to let them know what date and time works for IDWR.



	ADJOURNMENT
	The meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m.



	
	Respectfully submitted

Roger Batt, Executive Director
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NOTE:
On November 2, 2009, Roger Batt spoke with Gary Spackman, IDWR.  Gary Spackman indicated that the IDWR would not support the Driller Licensing Program going from IDWR to the IBOL (or anywhere).  Spackman stated that he valued the partnership between IDWR and the IGWA and did not want to place a wedge into this relationship.  Spackman indicated that his Zero-Based budgeting plan to the Governor’s Office would not include transferring the Driller Licensing Program to any entity.

