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Today is the Tomorrow We Worried About Yesterday! 
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What is the status, really?  The new Well Construction Rules went into effect on July 1st.  Have you 
read them?  Do you know what changes you have to make to your mind set, to your bidding process, 
and to your construction procedures?  Do you have a plan?  Will this plan set you apart from the rest 
of the pack?  Will you be a better businessman because of it?  Will this plan help you communicate 
better with your clients?  Will there be better quality workmanship as a result of the new plan?  Will 
there be a new image of you and your business in the minds of your clients as you implement this 
plan?  Will you look forward to the help from IGWA and the inspector from IDWR?  Have you asked 
for help from anyone?  Has life after July 1st been a good experience for your world, or have you just 
brooded over the issue and spent too much time thinking, moaning, groaning, belly aching, griping, 
etc. about the new Rules and everyone connected with them?  
 
Albert Einstein, one of the great minds of the last century said, “For every difficulty, there is an 
opportunity.”  What opportunities do you see?  Are you prepared to take advantage of those 
opportunities?  During the last 40 years that I have been in business, I’ve seen several major changes 
come about.  The world seems to exist in plateaus.  We get to a point where we just glide along with 
some degree of comfort.  Then something comes along which forces us to take a step up.  Our 
comfort zone is disturbed, we make some changes and before long we get settled into another 
comfortable position.  Those plateaus seem to come along more often than not.  Our increased ability 
to adapt to such changes increases our ability to take advantage of more opportunities.  If we can keep 
in mind that changes are opportunities for progress, we will be better off than the next guy and 
another step ahead. 
 
So far this year has been different for everyone.  The truth is every year is different.  With a positive 
mind set as we get down the road a few more years, we can look back and say, “2009 was the 
turning point for the best years of my life.”  Let’s meet the challenge and see just what we can make 
of our unique opportunities to make a better world for ourselves and everyone we touch.  It will be 
very interesting to watch the future unfold as we think positively, plan well, work the plan and see 
success. 
 
You are a great people and it is an honor to be a part of the Ground Water Industry.  Thank you for 
the contribution you make to the good of the people of your communities, this state and the nation.   
 

Henry Baker 
IGWA President 



District Judge Denies Stay of Well Closures 

The state of Idaho seems set to continue enforcing large-scale well closures in the Magic Valley for at least another week 
and a half after a district judge on Wednesday, August 12 denied an attempt by groundwater pumpers to end them. 
 
Gary Spackman, Interim Director of the Idaho Department of Water Resources, has currently ordered users of about 
150 groundwater rights in four counties to stop using those rights, after concluding last month that the districts failed 
to carry out part of a plan to provide water to a fish farm run by Clear Springs Foods of Buhl. 
 
The widespread closure, which includes water that irrigates about 4,150 acres of land, is known as curtailment and had 
never been officially carried out by IDWR before. 
 
In a sizeable filing Tuesday afternoon, attorneys for the North Snake and Magic Valley groundwater districts had asked 
5th District Judge John Melanson to temporarily put the closures on hold, as well as to review the curtailment orders 
and hold a hearing on a permanent stay of them. Melanson replied Wednesday afternoon, declining to halt the process 
for now but scheduling a hearing on a full stay for 10 a.m. Aug. 21 at the Snake River Basin Adjudication courtroom in 
Twin Falls. 
 
Melanson wrote that his decision was influenced by several factors: 
• The districts assumed that a previous court decision of his led Spackman to invalidate the agreement that was broken, 
which the judge wrote does not appear to be entirely the case. 
• The districts admitted that they have not complied with the agreement, which was based on one of their own proposed 
plans. 
• A temporary stay may cause irreparable harm to Clear Springs. 
 
No comment was immediately available Wednesday afternoon from the districts and their representatives, some of whom 
had not seen the decision. But Randy MacMillan, the fish company's vice president for research and environmental 
affairs, said his company was disappointed and surprised that the districts weren't able to agree to an offer made last 
week Clear Springs viewed as "reasonable." 
 
Clear Springs continues to work on long-term solutions to the decline of the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer, he said. 
 
The denied stay means IDWR's enforcement - so far limited to cursory inspections and phone calls - will progress to the 
next stage. Speaking in his office early Wednesday evening, Spackman said area Watermaster Cindy Yenter will begin 
visiting water users today who don't appear to be complying with the closures, ideally working out ways to reach 
compliance but possibly opening the door to physically limit their wells. 
 
It's a step Spackman said he was hoping wouldn't have to be carried out. But state law and his orders give him no 
choice, he said. 
 
Some water users who may have only one well or have other limited options are certain to be harmed by the closures. 
But by and large, the users affected so far appear to be looking to work with IDWR, Spackman said. 
 
"People have been remarkably civil, have responded, and I've been impressed by the responses of the groundwater users," 
he said. 

By Nate Poppino 
Times-News writer 
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Forge Pacific LLC 
2601 Wynooski Road 
Newberg Oregon 97132 
800-520-1203   503-538-2004 fax 

   “drill rig quality, performance and affordability backed by a lifetime of experience and knowledge is our commitment to you” 

DrillMax 400 
 DrillMax base rig specifications 
 +Pullback—19,000 lbs. 
 +Pull down—12,000 lbs. 
 +Top head rotation 0-300 and up to 6000 ft-lb torque  with 3” 
swivel and hydraulic slide. 
 +Retract table 18” opening and air powered breakout fork 
 +48” hydraulic breakout wrench 
 +Winch 12,000 lb. two speed with 120 ft of 5/8 NS cable jib 
arm extends and pivots over table and pipe rack center lines 
 +26 ft. of top head stroke 
 +Pipe rack for 20 ft drill pipe 
 +Single arm loader 
 +Four 36” stroke leveling jacks 
 +Tool tray on helpers side 
 +Driller and helper platforms 
 +Mounted on IHC 7500 6 X 4 or F750 4 X 4 depending on options  
 

DrillMax, Inc. 
5801 S.W.6th place 
Ocala Florida 34474 
352-427-7787   352-237-0450 fax 

With 6 different models to choose from when you 
buy a DrillMax rig you decide what options you 
want and need on it. This way you are assured of 
getting everything you need to make your drilling 
business as efficient and profitable as possible. 

DrillMax 400 Air Rig  
 

Includes base rig specifica-
tions plus the following op-
tions: 
 
+750/300 screw compressor 
+3 spool helpers control 
+2000 lb aux. sand line with  
hydraulic swing and extend 
+Bean injection pump 9 GPM 
+12 gallon lubricator 

$419,672 

DrillMax 400 Air/Mud Rig  
 $399,552 

Includes base rig specifications plus 
the following options: 
 
+500/200 screw compressor 
+5 X 6 piston pump 
+3 spool helpers control 
+2000 lb aux. sand line with  hydrau-
lic swing and extend 
+Dual motor pipe spinner 
+Loop reel holder 
+Bean injection pump 9 GPM 
 

DrillMax 400 Mud Rig  
 $348,967 
Includes base rig specifications plus 
the following options: 
 
+4 X 3 X 13 centrifugal pump 
+Carousel 8 pod 3 1/2” 20 ft. 
+3 spool helpers control 
+2000 lb aux. sand line with  hydrau-
lic swing and extend 
+Dual motor pipe spinner 
+Loop reel holder 
+Bean injection pump 9 GPM 
 

Water, geo thermal or a combination of both the 
DrillMax 400 can be “optioned up” to meet all your 
drilling needs! 
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Rockmore International, a global manufacturer of rock drilling tools, has enhanced its online 
presence with the launch of a new, content-rich website promoting its many products and 
applications. The new website can be seen at http://www.rockmore-intl.com. 

 
“With manufacturing centers in two hemispheres and distribution centers on nearly every 
continent, it became imperative to have comprehensive product information rapidly available 
online,” said Rockmore’s Executive Vice President, Pejman Eghdami. “There is a growing 
interest in Rockmore among drilling operators and contractors around the world, and this new 
site is part of our commitment to rapid communication and service.” 

 
The new website features an expanded history of the company, and extensive information on a 
wide range of drilling products, including threaded and tapered drill bits, DTH bits and 
hammers, extension and tunneling rods, integral and tapered rods, shank adapters and other 
drill tool accessories. A photo gallery shows Rockmore’s manufacturing facilities in Wilsonville, 
Oregon and Judenburg, Austria, as well as images of Rockmore tools in use on drilling sites all 
over the world.  

 
A Technology section features a 3D animation of a Rockmore DTH drilling hammer, and 
descriptions of Rockmore’s technical innovations, including the new MultiPoint carbide insert 
design, the innovative XR32 thread design, and SonicFlow technology to increase hammer 
performance. 

 
Rockmore’s new product catalog is available on the website for download, as well as the DTH 
Hammer Operations Guide, the DTH Hammer Performance Summary, and Technical Data Sheets 
for all of Rockmore’s ROK Series DTH Hammers. 

 
An interactive online survey provides continuous input as to the needs and requirements of 
operators and contractors working in the field. 

 
Rockmore International is a global manufacturer of rock-drilling tools, serving the mining, 
construction, and water-well sectors for more than 60 years. 

 
 

Editors Contact: 
Pejman Eghdami 

Rockmore International 
10065 S.W. Commerce Circle 

Wilsonville, OR 97070 
Web:  www.rockmore-intl.com 

 

Rockmore Announces Launch of New Website 
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