Idaho Ground Water Association

Executive Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, January 27, 2010

Conference Call

	CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT
	President Roger Buchanan called a meeting of the Idaho Ground Water Association Executive Board of Directors to order at 7:16 p.m. on Wednesday, January 27, 2010 via conference call.  Those present included Roger Buchanan, Tony Hackett and Roger Batt.



	DISCUSSION 

TOPICS
	Topics of discussion included:

· 2011 Annual IGWA Convention

· IGWA Newsletter/Workshops

· Low Geothermal Temperature Issue

· UIC Rules

· Well Driller Licensing Rules

· Other Business



	2011 ANNUAL IGWA CONVENTION
	Roger Batt contacted the Idaho Center regarding a Ground Water Expo for 2011.  The cost to rent the Center would be $10,000 plus a cost of at least $1,500 per exhibit.  Due to the cost of the Idaho Center, the IGWA Executive Board opted to utilize the DoubleTree Riverside in Boise for the dates of Wednesday, January 26–Friday January 28, 2011.  A contract has also been secured for 2012 with the DoubleTree Riverside.  The Ground Water Expo would be sought for 2013 (or when signs of an economic recovery take place).



	IGWA NEWSLETTER
	The IGWA Newsletter will be sent in mid-February with both agendas for North Idaho and Eastern Idaho’s IGWA Workshops.  Tony Hackett would contact Rob Whitney with IDWR to get an article from them and also interview Ron Hiddleston and Hiddleston Drilling to feature them in the IGWA Newsletter.  Pictures would also be taken to be placed in the Newsletter.  Pictures of the IGWA Board would also be submitted for articles in the newsletter.  It was noted that the newsletter should also include issues that the Board (“Board Happenings” or “What Happens on the Board”) is working on (Well Driller Licensing Rules, Low Geothermal Temperature Issue, UIC Rules, Idaho Groundwater Education Program, etc.).  Roger Buchanan will draft an article on the benefits of being a member.  Henry Baker and Tom Richardson had already sent in articles for the newsletter.  The location for 2011 Annual Convention needs to be placed in the newsletter.  The newsletter should also include “What’s Happening in the Association.”  Folks should also know that the Scholarship Program was removed by the Board and replaced by an Idaho Ground Water Education Program.



	IGWA WEBSITE
	Roger Buchanan knows an entity that can overhaul the IGWA’s website for $1,500.  The IGWA website needs a new look and the Executive Board will make a recommendation to the Board to do this.  Association Management Group will have full capability to make changes to the new website (Board of Directors, CEC, Current Events, etc.).



	E. IDAHO WORKSHOP AGENDA
	The following agenda was set for the Eastern Idaho Workshop on March 19.

· Tony Hackett would contact NGWA to see if the NGWA president could come to speak at the Idaho Workshop on March 19 instead of having him speak at the United Pipe & Supply workshop on February 16 and 17.

· Batt would then send an agenda based on this conversation to the IGWA membership after being scored by the CEC.



	HOT LINE
	CEC Hotline Number needs to be updated on a regular basis.  



	LOW GEOTHERMAL TEMPERATURE

ISSUE
	The IGWA wishes to pursue 125 degrees Fahrenheit as the new Low Geothermal Temperature for the construction of water wells in the state.  The current Rule (85 degrees) is the most stringent rule in the Northwest.   The IGWA Executive Board determined to take the following steps in 2010:

· Setup a with IDWR Interim Director (Gary Spackman).

· Put together a White Paper for Talking Points based on Sound Scientific data and professional opinions and legal counsel.  Roger Batt would consult Ed Squires on this issue to see if he might be able to help IGWA out with this issue.

· Set up a meeting with John Roshalt (he was the attorney who worked on the original 85 degree issue).

· Meet with Idaho Water Users Association to present the “Low Geothermal Temperature idea, findings and justifications” at the Summer Water Law Seminar in Sun Valley (June 2010).

· Draft Legislation to increase the water temperature.

· Meet with key legislators on the legislation (Majority Leader Rep. Mike Moyle, Speaker Denney, Pro Tempore Geddes, and Majority Leader Sen. Bart Davis).

· Obtain support from IWUA on the legislation.

· Present legislation to the Legislature in 2011 (may need Ed Squires help and other drillers to testify).



	UIC RULES
	The IDWR wishes to conduct Negotiated Rulemaking with the IGWA following the 2010 Session regarding the UIC Rules.



	WELL DRILLER LICENSING RULES
	Well Driller Licensing Rules – IGWA needs to let IDWR know they want to conduct Negotiated Rulemaking on the Well Driller Licensing Rules after the 2010 Legislative Session.



	NEXT MEETING:

2/17/10
	The next IGWA Board meeting will be set for Wednesday, February 17, 2010 starting at 7:00 p.m. via conference call.  An agenda and meeting notice will be mailed to members of the Board.



	ADJOURNMENT
	The meeting adjourned at 8:56 p.m.



	
	Respectfully submitted

Roger Batt, Executive Director
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