Idaho Ground Water Association
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Thursday, January 7, 2010

Double Tree Riverside – Boise, Idaho

	CALL TO ORDER
PRESENT
	President Roger Buchanan called the meeting of the Idaho Ground Water Association Board of Directors to order at 8:09 a.m. on Thursday, January 7, 2010 at the DoubleTree Riverside in Boise, Idaho.  Those present included Roger Buchanan, Tony Hackett, Henry Baker, Tom Richardson, Eric Forsmann, Steve Baker, Chad Draper, Brian Pokorney, Charlie Fox, Rob Dawson, Ryan Fullerton and Roger Batt.  The pre-approved Anti-Trust Statement by the IGWA Board of Directors was distributed to the Board and read by Roger Buchanan.  Henry Baker opened the meeting with prayer.  Roger Buchanan welcomed Eric Forsmann (IGWA’s newest Director) to the Board and asked Board members to introduce themselves to Eric.  



	12/7/09, 12/22/09 and 10/20/09 MINUTES APPROVED
	The minutes from December 7, 2009 (Conference Call) were mailed to the Board.  Tom Richardson moved to approve the minutes from December 7, 2009 as presented.  Seconded.  Passed.

The minutes from September 22 and October 20, 2009 had previously been approved by the Board.  Charlie Fox moved to approve the motions from September 22 and October 20, 2009 Board Conference Calls as presented.  Seconded.  Passed.



	IGWA MEETING MINUTES TO BE PLACED ON WEBSITE
	The Board directed Roger Batt and the AMG Office to place all IGWA minutes on the IGWA's website for members of the Association to review.  The IGWA would let the membership know via the newsletter that the minutes would be available on the website.



	FINANCIAL REPORT APPROVED
	Roger Batt presented the year-to-date financial report for the period October 1, 2009–January 4, 2010.  Steve Baker moved to approve the year-to-date financial report for the period October 1, 2009–January 4, 1010 as presented.  Seconded.  Passed.



	
	President Buchanan ordered a break for breakfast at 9:00 a.m.  

Dan Steenson (IGWA’s Legal Counsel) entered the meeting at 9:02 a.m.  

The meeting reconvened at 9:17 a.m.



	LOW GEOTHERMAL TEMPERATURE RULE DISCUSSION
	The IGWA Board previously voted to have the Low Geothermal Temperature Rule increased from 85 degrees to 180 degrees Fahrenheit.  Steenson gave the following information to the IGWA Board regarding the Low Geothermal Temperature Rule:

· The 85 Degree Standard is Statutory and would require a change via the Legislature.

· We need to understand where the Rule came from and understand the need to change it.

· The Rule was brought forth in 1987.  The Idaho Water Users Association and the Idaho Water Well Association (now the IGWA) were involved.

· The number (85 Degrees) came from a formula based on the National Park Service.  The formula has various components that lead to the 85 degree standard.

- over -

· The 85 degree standard applies to warm water aquaculture, heating for pools and spas and other variations (the water has value for potential heating use).

· Does the current number provide significant resource protection to warrant changing it?

· The current Geothermal Water Bodies in the state have temperature greater than 125 degrees, so these water bodies would not be impacted by raising the temperature.  Designations of Geothermal Resources in the state indicate that the significant water bodies that have been designated have temperatures greater than 125 degrees.  Based on this, we could construct the rationale to justify a change.  There is no data from an environmental, water quality or socio-economic perspective to indicate that a change should not be made.

· There is not any other data available to find the 85 degree number.  23 years of experience has been gained utilizing the 85 degree Rule.  We could state that due to this experience, we could advocate a different Rule.

· The Well Construction Standards indicate that comingling and mixing of the aquifer cannot occur.  

· Oregon is at 250 degrees (no differentiation between).

· Utah is at 248 degrees.

· Nevada is 180 degrees.

· Washington and Montana have no Rules (except Yellowstone for Montana).

· Wyoming has no Rules except Yellowstone.

· Idaho is more restrictive than other states.  Why is a lower standard necessary for Idaho?

· Technical, Budgetary, Legal and Political categories need to be explored.

· We need to develop the Political category in 2010.  Legislative action should be taken if the IGWA wishes to proceed. Once Legislation is drafted it should go in front of the Idaho Water Users Association by the fall.  A prime opportunity to present the original idea on this issue would be at the June Water Law Seminar in Sun Valley.

· Does this change require the IDWR to have more responsibilities and force them to work harder and use more of their personnel?  Any argument from IDWR that this Legislation will have a negative impact on the IDWR’s Budget, etc. will kill the Legislation.

· Is there a Resource Impact with increasing the number?  Comingling should be addressed.

· Will change result in the depletion of any aquifer in the state?  Conjunctive management has taken place over the past 20 years.  Is the change we want to make going to open up aquifers and create more problems?

· Water Temperature should indicate Technical aspects to support the increase.  The main questions we need to address are, “is there a Resource, Budgetary, Political or Legal impact?”  We need a White Paper developed to formulate solutions to all of these and make our case over the next year.  This issue is going to take some work to get everyone on board.



	
	Roger Buchanan – We should seek a professional viewpoint on this issue.  We should have someone from a University System provide a doctoral thesis on this issue, etc.  Something needs to be documented so that we have a technical basis on this issue.  This would allow for the rationale to be established and provide a basis for our solution to this issue.



	
	The Board agreed that the main concern is the economics of the issue to the consumer.  If we hit over 85 degree water, the cost of the well jumps at least $15,000 or more due to the Rule.

The issue that might spark the most attention with the Idaho Water Users Association would be the legislation.  If the legislation allows for the opening up of the aquifer more, then we would have problems.  It appears that this would not do such.  The legislation will save the driller, consumer and the state money.  We also do not see who is using the 85 degree water for beneficial use.

We cannot mix and co-mingle aquifers under the current Statute, so by passing this legislation, we would not be doing so.  85 degree temperature is too close to the average.  We have been asking, “for what reason?” is 85 degrees more expensive than 84 degrees.  The line is too close to the average so that there is room to play with it.  Also, the deeper the well, the harder it is to construct.  The heart of the Low Geothermal Temperature problems is in the Treasure Valley and Eastern Idaho.



	CONCLUSIONS OF IGWA BOARD REGARDING LOW GEOTHERMAL TEMPERATURE RULE
	The IGWA Board concluded the following:

· We could hire a consultant on certain aspects of this issue.  The question is, “what is the best path to take?”  It is always best to utilize someone within the Association or someone you could work with that IGWA has worked with before.  

· A sub-committee would be appointed on this matter to construct a white paper (a committee of not more than three people).  It was suggested that Roger Batt lead the effort on this issue and that Roger Buchanan, Tony Hackett and Henry Baker (the IGWA’s Executive Committee) serve as the sub-committee.  

· The Committee should meet soon and have something by June for the Water Users Seminar.  A draft piece of Legislation would then be created for the fall Idaho Water Users Association’s Legislative Committee.  Then a final bill would be presented in January 2011 for the IWUA Committee to support.  

· In the Interim, we will need to address the Political Climate and discuss this with IDWR.  We should also further determine if an analysis outside of the Association is needed for credibility and objectivity.  Is there cost-benefit to have someone from an Academic Prospective or Environmental Perspective to conduct research on this issue to further our knowledge.  



	CEC MEETINGS
	The Board discussed the CEC meetings and the expense of them.  The Board determined that the next CEC meetings should take place the evening prior to the Eastern Idaho Workshop in Pocatello.



	POSSIBLE SITE FOR 2011 CONVENTION
	For the 2011 Convention, it was determined that the IGWA pursue the Idaho Center as an option.  Batt would let the IGWA Board know about the Idaho Center’s bid before making a decision on where to hold the 2011 Convention.
It was determined that the IGWA Convention should be held later in January than in the previous two-years.  Utah holds their convention the week after Idaho’s.  Charlie Fox would check with Utah to see when their 2011 Convention takes place.  The Irrigation Equipment Association Convention also takes place around this time.  Charlie will find out when their 2011 will take place.

- over -



	LETTERS OF THANKS
	The dates of January 24-26, 2011 (Wed-Fri) would be available and be most optimum for Idaho’s Convention.   The Board determined that these dates would be acceptable for 2011.  The location would be determined by the cost.   Tom Richardson moved that Roger Batt send thank you letters to the M&S folks who attended and those who sponsored the event.  Seconded.  Passed. 

Roger Buchanan directed Batt to send Brett McCarty a letter of thanks for serving the IGWA for many years on the Board and as President.



	BOARD 
RESIGNATION
	Dan Hawley recently resigned from the Board of Directors due to health and other issues.  It was recommended that the IGWA send a thank you letter to Dan Hawley coupled with a gift card for the amount of $50 for serving on the Board.



	EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
	Roger Batt gave an Executive Director’s Report on development of an Idaho Ground Water Education Program.  Batt would compile a short-term and long-term Strategic Plan coupled with a Community Outreach Program and present it to the Board at the next IGWA Board meeting (face-to-face meeting).  



	COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS
	The following Committee appointments were made by Roger Buchanan:

· By-Laws – Roger Buchanan

· Membership/Nominating – Henry Baker (and two members to be selected by Henry Baker).

· Legislative Committee – Roger Batt, Tom Richardson and Brian Pokorney (issues for 2010 to include Low Geothermal Temperature, Well Driller Licensing Rules, UIC Rules and having the Driller be the first one on a construction site before construction.  No building permit would be issued unless Potable Water is shown (like in other states).  This protects the consumer and the tax payer.  A 4-hour test pump should be done on this (like in Washington).  People should also be allowed to pack water to their home.  As our population expands, there are going to be worse places to have homes built on.  This allows for more difficulty for the driller to be able to drill unless they are at the site first.

· Ethics Committee – Henry Baker will chair the committee and Tony Hackett will also serve on the committee.  At this time, ethics are almost non-existent.  Our past problems have stood a chance at a lawsuit against the Association.  The By-Laws state that the Ethics Committee oversees issues that would negatively impact the Association or the state as a whole.  The Ethics Committee deals with unethical business practices and requires action by the IGWA Board of Directors.  The By-Laws are broad with respect to the Ethics Committee’s duties.  We should fine-tune this to provide more definition of un-ethical practices.  A set of guidelines should be constructed for all potential IGWA members.  There should be a disclaimer on the membership form to abide by all of the IGWA By-Laws, etc.  Roger Batt would talk to Dan Steenson to find out what could be done to fix the current loopholes on this issue. 

· CEC Committee – Tom Richardson would conclude as the IGWA liaison between the IGWA and the CEC.  Tom reported on the annual CEC Report by IGWA to IDWR given on June 30, 2009.  Participation is a struggle for some to get courses reviewed in a timely fashion due to being on the job, etc.  Generally, most of the committee scores events in a timely manner.  Some requirements have been loosened up including the 30-day prior notification.  There should not be any reason why folks 
should not score a course with e-mail and other technology available.  Idaho is working with various states on this issue.  



	CEC CREDITS DISCUSSION
	Roger Buchanan suggested that the IGWA pursue the idea with IDWR that IGWA Annual Convention participants get one credit towards their drilling license for showing up and registering for the Convention.



	
	It was also suggested that the amount of credits be reduced to 12 hours of really good training for every two years instead of 16 hours of filler.  The Statute requires a maximum of 20 hours and the Rules require 16 hours.  The IGWA should revamp the CEC Guidelines as the Well Driller Licensing Rules are re-negotiated and re-written.  It was also brought up that one member on the CEC has been on the CEC for more years than allowed by rule.  The current rule states that someone shall not serve longer than 6 out of 10 years on the CEC.  We need to address this when we address the Rules with IDWR.  Tom Richardson and Roger Batt will work on this issue.



	NEXT MEETING:
2/17/10

(CONFERENCE CALL)
	The next meeting will be scheduled via conference call for Wednesday, February 17, 2010 starting at 7:00 PM.  An agenda would be sent to the Board prior to the meeting.  The committees would report back to the Board on the recent tasks given at the January 7th Board Meeting.



	THANK-YOU FOR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
	Under Old Business:  A thank you from one of the scholarship recipients from 2009 was presented by Roger Batt.



	NEW BUSINESS
	Under New Business:  The newsletter would be revamped for 2010.  Fees should be increased for permits with the understanding that IDWR would place more people into the field (need more people to enforce the rules).  Most other states are higher than Idaho’s rates.  A report from IDWR on expenditures from the Well Driller Licensing and Construction Programs was handed out to the Board.  



	
	Tom Richardson left the meeting at 11:36 a.m.



	VACANCY ON BOARD TO BE FILLED
	A vacancy currently exists on the IGWA Board of Directors to replace Dan Hawley.  Under the by-laws, the IGWA Board has the authority to replace this vacancy until January, 2011 (the next Annual Election in which that person would be up for election by the membership).  Names to fill the vacancy included Mark Hiddleston, Kenny or Joe Vollmer, Rod Hendricks and Bob Cushman.  Roger Buchanan and Henry Baker would contact the aforementioned individuals to fill the position with the idea of having this person serve longer than the original appointment.   


	
	Charlie Fox moved to have Brian Pokorney to serve as Vice President of the Association Members and have Brian Pokorney and Ryan Fullerton get together with Roger Batt to place on the agenda an official meeting during the 2011 Convention and have an official vote on a Vice President.  Seconded.  Passed.



	ADJOURNMENT
	The meeting adjourned at 11:52 a.m.



	
	Respectfully submitted

Roger Batt, Executive Director
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