Idaho Ground Water Association
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Monday, February 15, 2010 - Conference Call

	CALL TO ORDER

PRESENT
	President Roger Buchanan called a meeting of the Idaho Ground Water Association Board of Directors to order at 7:12 p.m. on Monday, February 15, 2010 via conference call.  Those in attendance included Roger Buchanan, Tony Hackett, Steve Baker, Rob Dawson, Eric Forsmann, Rod Hendricks, Tom Richardson, Henry Baker, Charlie Fox, Ryan Fullerton, Chad Draper, Brian Pokorney, Dan Hawley and Roger Batt.  Henry Baker opened the meeting with prayer.



	NEW BOARD MEMBER ELECTED AND WELCOMED
	Roger Buchanan welcomed Rod Hendricks to the IGWA Board meeting and relayed Rod’s interest in serving on the IGWA Board.  Rod Hendricks would need to be elected in order to serve on the board for 2011 to fill the current vacancy (Dan Hawley).  Henry Baker moved to elect Rod Hendricks to the IGWA Board of Directors for 2011 to replace Dan Hawley for the remainder of his term.  Seconded.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion unanimously passed.  Rod Hendricks would have to run in the next election during the 2011 IGWA Convention and become duly elected by the membership in order to serve out the remainder of his term (to expire in 2013).



	NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING ON UNDERGROUND INJECTION CODE DESIRED
	Roger Buchanan announced that the IDWR wished to conduct Negotiated Rulemaking on the UIC (Underground Injection Code) Rules after the 2010 Legislative Session.  Tom Richardson indicated that this issue would deal directly with IDAPA 37.03.03.  Tom Neace, IDWR, would send correspondence to the IGWA Board on when the first meeting would take place.  Roger Batt would email a copy of the IDAPA 37.03.03 (Underground Injection Well Program) Rules to the IGWA Board once he received a copy from IDWR.  A copy can also be found under the IDWR Website under Well Construction.  It is believed that Class 4 Injection Wells would be altered for non-consumptive use to streamline the process.  The current rules have held up drillers for 2+ months or so due to all of the hoops they have to jump through.  It would be nice to streamline the rules to make them more efficient for Industry.



	SUGGESTED CHANGES IN WELL DRILLER LICENSING RULES
	Roger Batt announced several drillers had indicated they wish to also conduct Negotiated Rulemaking on the Well Driller Licensing Rules.  Batt asked the board what specific issues they wished to see covered throughout this Negotiated Rulemaking Process.  The board stated they would like to see the following changed with the Well Driller Licensing Rules:

· Get rid of Class I or II Operators and just give one Driller’s License from the IDWR (with the same amount of requirements as currently exists).

· Change from 16 CEU’s to 14 CEU’s in a two-year period via the Water Resource Board and establish a new MOU with IDWR.

· Good opportunity to see the CEC changed to benefit the Industry.

· Good opportunity to change the rules to allow for certain expenditures to be accepted for CEC via IDWR funding through IGWA.

· We could also address the permit fees as well (possibly increase fees) and also demand more people in the field.

· A review term should also be placed into the rules after they expire (after 5 years as an example) and force IDWR and Industry to re-visit them before expiration.

· IGWA should also ask the IDWR what their plans are for changing the Well Driller Licensing Rules.



	M.O.U. UPDATE SUGGESTED
	It would also make sense to update the MOU between IDWR and the IGWA (originally signed in December 2000).  Under Section 10 of the MOU, it states 

- over -

that these rules may be amended by the Board of Directors of the IGWA and then a DRAFT submitted to IDWR for the Director to approve or disapprove.  Roger Batt would copy and submit copies of the MOU for the Board to review and consider for potential changes.



	PURSUIT OF CHANGES IN WELL DRILLER LICENSING RULES AUTHORIZED
	Tom Richardson moved to authorize Roger Batt to meet with IDWR Interim Director Gary Spackman to pursue changing the Well Driller Licensing Rules through Negotiated Rulemaking following the 2010 Legislative Session.  Seconded.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.  Roger Batt was also to speak with Tom Neace and relay IGWA’s concerns about the current rules and potential changes for the Driller Licensing Rules and the IGWA/IDWR MOU.  



	IGWA WEBSITE TO BE UPDATED
	Roger Buchanan reported that the IGWA website needed a new look and a complete overhaul including modern pictures, audio and visual sequences.  Data needs to be more streamlined and available to members and non-members.  Other states have websites more advanced than the one the IGWA currently has.  The website would be more user friendly for those who have to enter data and maintain it on a daily basis.  The board agreed the website needed more updating, current pictures and a better look.   Web Impakt gave a quote of less than $1,500 to professionally overhaul the website.  Roger Buchanan suggested obtaining other bids for the development of the IGWA website.  If the website is overhauled, it is going to need some serious inputs from the Industry on how they want to see it look.    Tony Hackett moved to authorize $1,500 to be spent with a website developer to design and overhaul the IGWA website and move it into a direction everyone wants to go.  Seconded.   A roll call vote was taken and the motion was unanimously approved.  Roger Batt would obtain quotes from various web developers and submit these to the IGWA Board for the March 5 board meeting in Coeur d’ Alene.  



	
	Steve Baker left the meeting at 8:30 p.m.



	
	Roger Batt reported speaking with Norm Young (ERO Resources – former IDWR employee) about putting together a bid on the 85 degree Low Geothermal Temperature issue.  Norm was the individual that worked on the original 85 degree Rule in 1985 and admitted this number was an arbitrary number.  ERO Resources (Dave Shaw and Norm Young) would submit a bid to the IGWA Board for consideration during the March 5 board meeting.



	NEXT MEETING
	The next IGWA Board meeting was set for March 5 starting at 6:30 p.m. with dinner to be served following the North Idaho Workshop at the Hampton Inn and Suites in downtown Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho.  Pertinent information would be emailed to the board prior to the meeting to shorten the length of the board meeting.



	REMARKS FROM DAN HAWLEY
	Dan Hawley (former IGWA Director) gave a formal apology to the board for not being able to participate on the board like he initially wanted.  Hawley congratulated Rod Hendricks on his newly elected position.  Dan stated that he had heard several comments by drillers about lessening the amount of hours required under the Licensing Rules.  Hawley also recommended having more courses on the IGWA Website.   Roger Buchanan relayed that the IGWA website had Red Vector courses for CEU’s available that were already approved by the IGWA CEC.



	ADJOURNMENT
	The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.



	
	Respectfully submitted

Roger Batt, Executive Director
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