Idaho Ground Water Association

Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, June 17, 2010

Conference Call

	CALL TO ORDER
PRESENT
	President Roger Buchanan called a meeting of the Idaho Ground Water Association Board of Directors to order at 8:04 p.m. on Thursday, June 17, 2010 via conference call.  Those in attendance included Roger Buchanan, Charlie Fox, Rod Hendricks, Steve Baker, Henry Baker, Ryan Fullerton, Tony Hackett, Tom Richardson and Roger Batt.  Absent and excused were Chad Draper, Rob Dawson and Brian Pokorney.  Henry Baker opened the meeting with prayer.



	ANTI-TRUST STATEMENT REMINDER
	Roger Buchanan reminded the board about the IGWA’s adopted Anti-Trust Statement and stated that the Board could not discuss price fixing and other relevant issues.



	10-3-5 MINUTES APPROVED
	The minutes from March 5, 2010 had been mailed to the board.  Henry Baker moved to approve the minutes from March 5, 2010 as printed and mailed.  Seconded.  Passed.



	FINANCIAL REPORT APPROVED
	Roger Batt presented the year-to-date financial report for the period October 1, 2009–June 14, 2010 showing a year-to-date fund balance of $25,666.26 (net loss of $10,482.36).  Steve Baker moved to approve the year-to-date financial report for the period October 1, 2009–June 14, 2010 as presented.  Seconded.  Passed.



	WELL DRILLER LICENSING RULES DISCUSSION
	The IGWA Board met with the IDWR to discuss issues with the Well Driller Licensing Rules.  A draft of proposed amendments was distributed for consideration.  The official Negotiated Rulemaking meeting would take place 
on July 9th at the IDWR.  The IGWA discussed the following with the IDWR on June 16th:

· Potential removal of Operator II and replace with something like “trainee”.  Some drillers operate under an Operator II license for many years (some since 1985).  That means the principle driller has to be out there during the critical phases of construction.  A Training or Apprenticeship Program could help meet the requirements of a driller (you become a trainee for two years, for example, and are under direct supervision of a driller) and then take the test and become a licensed driller.

· Changing the hourly requirements for continuing education credits over a two-year period from 16 to 14 credit hours with two hours of rules and regulations.

· Bonding requirements for drillers (listing individually vs. companywide).

· Changing the experience requirements from 4,800 hours to something less.



	OPERATOR LICENSING ISSUE TABLED
	The board made comments based on the aforementioned issues discussed with IDWR (especially dealing with Operator I and Operator II).  It was brought forth that the exam should include an oral exam and that industry should help re-write it.  More discussions will take place during the official Negotiated Rulemaking meeting on July 9th at the IDWR.  Tony Hackett moved that a final decision on the Operator I/Operator II licensing issue be tabled to allow industry more time to discuss and arrive at consensus within the industry and with IDWR and that IGWA approve the non-contentious issues currently supported by the IGWA.  Seconded.  Passed.  One of the other things that could be amended is the definition of supervision under the current rules.

- over -

	SUMMER RETREAT UPDATE
	The Summer Retreat will be held on August 10-12, 2010 at Cactus Pete’s in Jackpot, Nevada.  A hospitality room will be available for participants the evening of August 10th.  On August 11th, the IGWA will offer five (5) CEC’s for the daily agenda, which consists of M&S presentations, Financial Planning in Difficult Times, Drilling Fluids for Friction Control, Rules and Regulations Changes to the Well Driller Licensing Rules and a roundtable discussion on Issues Effecting the Drilling Industry.  A Slot Tournament will be conducted following the classroom portion of the Retreat.  On August 12th, the IGWA will conduct its annual Golf Tournament and BBQ.



	CRISIS FUND
CRISIS FUND CHAIRMAN APPOINTED

EXPENDITURE FOR BIG TICKET ITEM SET
	An IGWA Crisis Fund has been voted in by the board to fundraise for families that have had financial hardships from loved ones passing away tragically.  Charlie Fox has worked on a Crisis Fund Committee before in Utah and recommended some of the following fundraising efforts to be conducted for the IGWA Crisis Fund:

· A raffle for a big screen TV during the Summer Retreat, knowing your dollars are going towards a good cause.  Tickets need to be printed as soon as possible (could be mailed with the correspondence about the retreat).
Tom Richardson moved to appoint Charlie Fox as the IGWA’s Crisis Fund Committee Chairman and oversee fundraising efforts for the fund and to have IGWA help support the expenditure of the big ticket item for the Summer Retreat not to exceed $1,000.  Seconded.  Passed.



	WEBSITE UPDATE
	Roger Buchanan has been working with Web Impakt to work on a design for the IGWA Website.  Roger Buchanan and Roger Batt have reviewed the latest design and it looks very good.  Web Impakt will go live with the website on June 29th.  Roger Batt will draft the language for each page and submit it to Web Impakt by June 22nd to allow one week for corrections.



	COST OF DEATH & DISMEMBERMENT INSURANCE TO BE OBTAINED
	Roger Buchanan announced that the IGWA should look into applying for death and dismemberment insurance that an IGWA member would automatically get with their membership dues on an annual basis as an added benefit to members.   Roger Buchanan volunteered to research different insurance agencies to see what the cost might be to pursue a membership policy.



	NEXT MEETING
JULY 8, 2010
	The next meeting will be held on July 8th starting at 7:00 p.m. (dinner to be served) at the Kopper Kitchen in Boise to make preparations for the Negotiated Rulemaking Meeting at IDWR on July 9th.   



	ADJOURNMENT
	The meeting adjourned at 9:53 p.m.



	
	Respectfully submitted

Roger Batt, Executive Director
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